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Hello My Fellow Members, 
I hope so far every state society member has had satisfactory year.  It is hard to believe, but half of the New Year has already passed.

Recently, we had our state board meeting and finalized our delegate list.  Eight delegates will represent our state society at the national convention in Miami, Florida.  But we always have room for more. If you are considering joining our delegates, please call me at 1-810-982-5651 and I will add your name to the list.  At the national convention one of our long time and very loyal members, Loretta Sweet will receive the “Silver Award”.  “What an Honor!”   Also our Michigan State Society will receive the “State Honor Roll Award”, for the 13th year straight.  
Some of our board members will meet in Lansing and see if Senator Jim Marleau (Chair of the Health Policy Committee) will talk to us regarding reintroducing the state licensor bill for Laboratory personnel.  

Our State Scientific meeting is fast approaching, October 13-14-15, 2011.  I would love to see you in Frankenmuth.   As you know our speakers and lecturers are worth coming to hear, getting the CECs and enjoying the good food and a little sightseeing is like a “Win – Win” situation. 

Until then, I wish every state society member and their families a great and safe summer.

Sincerely,




Sieglinde Wildie MLT


    Spring Board Meeting April 2011 Frankenmuth



Warm Greetings to the members of the Great Lakes District:

We are happy to announce the appointment of Nancy Gabl, (Illinois) as the new Publication Chair.  Congratulations are also in order for the newly Tri State Society of Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island.

Remember the professional group celebrations that are coming up.  National Dental Assistants Week, March 6-12, 2011 and National Medical Lab Week, April 24-30, 2011.  

The 11 States that are participating in the new banking pilot will take affect in April 2011 with the rebate checks that will be issued.  Look for more information to follow.

Our National Meeting this year will be in Miami, Florida, August 1-6, 2011 at the Intercontinental Hotel, 100 Chopin Plaza, phone number 305-577-1000.  The website for the hotel is www.icmamihotel.com .

Change is happening in AMT, come to our Leadership Training Session during the National Meeting for more information.  Registration for the National meeting is available online and very easy to navigate.  When checking into hotel try to use your credit card vs. a debit card for incidentals.  There will be discounts for parking at the hotel but you must do valet parking.  Cookbooks will be available for sale at the National Meeting.

Remember you are responsible for your tracking of your CE credits by our system that we have in place AMTRAX.

Remember to keep watch in your states for any legislation that will have any on our members.  The next National Meeting will be in San Antonio, Texas.  More information to follow.

My challenge to all members, please get involve with your state society, embrace leadership and mentor all new members.

If I can assist you in any way please don’t hesitate to contact me.

     Clara Boykin, MT

 District Councilor Great Lakes

1023 Dayton Avenue

St. Paul, Minnesota 55104

Email: claraboykin1023@msn.com
Work - 651 999 4788  (Monday thru Friday)

Cell  - 651 247 3231
Home  - 651 644 3128



As we start another year in our beautiful state of Michigan I am reminded of what my grandmother would tell me each spring, it’s Michigan if you don’t like the weather just wait a minute; it will change soon.  We had a record wet spring and definitely a cold one but now we are straight into summer and 90 degree temperatures.

As of this issue MSSAMT is welcoming 458 new members to our ranks, we have well over 2000 members and present and are adding more everyday.  It is so great to see our numbers grow like this.

All current new members, schools and hospitals in Michigan and members who have let me know that they prefer a printed copy of the Microbe will receive this issue in the mail where as the majority of our members will go to our website to read this and past issues of the Microbe.  This has saved us a lot of money that we can use towards our fall meeting in Frankenmuth.  As usual, the lectures are going to be great.  

Unfortunately last fall, James Van Rhee had to cancel his Hematology lecture due to illness but he will be attending this fall and will present this lecture.  We all look forward to his presentations.  He is our favorite speaker and last fall was the first time he has missed our meeting in over 10 years.

Eight of us will be heading to Miami to the National Convention, which is a Joint Meeting with CASMET this year.  These joint meetings are always very special; if you wish to join us as a delegate please contact our president Sieglinde to signup. 

If you have any items you wish to see in the Microbe or on the website please let us know at mssamt@yahoo.com and we will do our best to respond to your requests.

Until October, have a very pleasant summer and look for info on the fall meeting on the website and in your mailbox in September.

Suellen Schobert, MLT 




MSSAMT Editor
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This year is starting to look like the worst year for measles cases in more than a decade.  Though mostly eliminated from the US in the early 2000’s, in May the Center for Disease Control [CDC] reported the most cases of measles since 1996.

In the first 19 weeks of this year, 118 cases in 23 states have been reported, compared to an average of 56 cases a year between 2001 and 2008.  There has been in five months more than double the number of cases that normally occur in an entire year.

Most cases are imported into the US by travelers who have visited countries with outbreaks, then brought the infection home, sometimes spreading it to others.  In Europe, 38 countries have reported cases.  In France nearly 10,000 cases were reported in the first four months of 2011.  In Africa; Nigeria has had 29,871 suspected cases in 2011, 122 deaths as of April 22, 2011 with the state of Bauchi most affected with 17,300 cases.  The Democratic Republic of Congo has reported more than 16,000 suspected cases and 107 deaths in January and February.

Travelers to Europe, Africa and Asia have been sources of imported cases in the US.  Particular hotspots may come and go, but all travelers should protect themselves by being vaccinated. 

Up to 90% of unvaccinated people who are exposed to the measles virus fall ill.  People with the virus harbor it in the mucus of their nose and throat and spread it through airborne droplets when they cough, sneeze or talk.  The virus remains contagious for two hours in the air or on contaminated surfaces and may be picked up long after the infected person has left the area.

Up to 20 percent of measles patients suffer complications; ranging from ear infection to bronchitis, pneumonia, laryngitis and encephalitis.  One in 1000 measles suffers is stricken with encephalitis and one in 1000 of these dies.  

In pregnant women, measles can trigger miscarriage or preterm birth. Unlike German measles (rubella) regular measles isn’t linked to birth defects.

The CDC recommends vaccinating children with the first dose of MMR [measles, mumps and rubella] vaccine at the age of 12 to 15 months of age, followed by a second dose at ages 4 to 6.  The vaccine is more than 95 percent effective and saves lives.  Before it was available 3 to 4 million Americans came down with measles annually, of whom 400 to 500 dies, 48,000 were hospitalized and 1000 were chronically disabled from encephalitis.  In countries where vaccine isn’t available the diseased killed 242,000 people, many children, in 2006.

The CDC advises that adults get MMR shot if they weren’t previously vaccinated with the two doses and attend college, work in a medical facility, travel internationally or are women of childbearing age.  

You do not need the vaccine if:

· You were born before 1957

· Blood tests show that you are immune to measles, mumps and rubella

· You already had tow doses of MMR vaccine or one dose of MMR plus a second dose of the measles vaccine or you had one dose of the MMR and are at low risk for measles exposure.


Measles Infectious Period

From four days before rash onset through four days after rash onset.

Measles Exposure
Sharing the same airspace with a person infectious with measles (during the 4 days prior through 4 days after the rash onset) or were in the area up to 2 hours after the infectious person was present.

No minimum time period has been established for exposure, but it is presumed that the longer exposures are more likely to result in measles transmission than brief transient exposures.

Measles Incubation Period
Prodromal symptoms typically begin 8-12 days after exposure (day 0) and rash onset is typically 14 days (range 7-21 days) after exposure.

Measles Clinical Case Definition
· A generalized rash lasting >3 days; and

· A temperature >101º F (> 38.3ºC); and

· Cough, coryza, or conjunctivitis.

Measles Laboratory criteria for diagnosis

· Positive serologic test for serum measles IgM antibody; or

· Significant rise in serum measles IgG antibody between acute and convalescent titers; or 

· Isolation of measles virus; or 

· Detection of viral RNA by reverse transcription polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR)

Immunity to Measles
Non high-risk people can be presumed to be immune to measles for the purposes of measles case investigations if they:

· Were born prior to 1957

· Have written documentation with   dates of receipt of at least one dose of measles-containing vaccine given on or after the first birthday.

· Have a documented positive IgG test to measles; or

· Are <3 months of age and biological mother has documentation of 2 doses of MMR or is IgG positive; or

· Have history of physician diagnosed measles; or

· Served in the U.S. armed forces; or

· Entered the U.S. in 1996 or later with an immigrant visa or have a green card.

Post exposure prophylaxis
· MMR maybe given <72 hours of exposure to persons >12 months of age with 1 or no documented doses of MMR, if not contraindicated.

· Immune globulin (IG) may be given to exposed susceptible people of any age <6 days of exposure
Home quarantine
Exposed people should be instructed to isolate themselves and notify their local health department immediately if symptoms occur.

References:

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases (NCEZID)

Division of Global Migration and Quarantine (DGMQ)

California Dept. of Public Health – May 2011 Measles Investigation Quick sheet

Healthline.com
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Upcoming Events:


AMT Educational Program and National Meeting:





Joint AMT and CASMET Educational Program and National Meeting:


Miami, Florida    -  	August 1 - 6, 2011


			Intercontinental Miami		


	


MSSAMT Fall Scientific Meeting – October 13, 14, 15, 2011


             				Bavarian Inn Restaurant


Frankenmuth, MI


Medical Assistants Week   – October 17 –21, 2011
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Measles Quick Facts for Health Care Providers





Measles Outbreak 2011





MICHIGAN STATE SOCIETY


AMERICAN MEDICAL TECHNOLOGISTS





October 13-14-15th








